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Darling Range Wildlife Shelter is a
volunteer powered not for profit
whose members act to rescue, care
for, rehabilitate and release injured,
displaced, sick and orphaned

Australian native wildlife.

DRWS is registered with the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC)

Our Motto:
Every Critter Counts

Our Vision:
Wildlife is valued and protected

Our Values:

INCLUSION AND RESPECT - for all

members of our community

COMPETENCE AND CARING - in our
rescue, care, rehabilitation and release
of wildlife

COMMITTED AND INNOVATIVE - in our
mission of rehabilitating native wildlife
and promoting the value of

biodiversity

CHAIR

TRUDIE MCCAIN

Darling Range Wildlife Shelter turned 20 in May this year. We have
seen a lot of changes over the years and as a shelter we continue
to evolve as we keep pace with best practise and improve our
facilities. The beginning of 2025 brought its own challenges with
the resignation of our manager, Yas Hunter. As a result, we spent
time reviewing and restructuring how the shelter is run on a daily
basis. The transition has been challenging but thanks to the
commitment of our volunteers we are now moving forward. | wish
to thank the species coordinators and shift skippers in particular;
without your hard work and determination we wouldn’t be where
we are now. A huge thank you to the management team who have
not only supported me through this challenging period but have
been instrumental in making the necessary changes.

We welcomed a new, part-time employee, Kira Martin. The new
role of Wildlife Rehabilitation and Development Officer will ensure
our animals are well looked after and our volunteers have the
support they need. Kira has spent time assessing volunteers needs
and developing a well thought out and planned education program
for all volunteers. She has been liaising with our vets, other
wildlife shelters, species coordinators and our more experienced
volunteers to ensure we have sound rehabilitation practises and
procedures in place.

We have been fortunate to have Dr Emma Gofton donate her time
as a consultant veterinarian on a regular basis. Dr Emma was
previously a DRWS volunteer, and her professional advice has
been greatly appreciated. Our thanks also go to our local vets
without whom we cannot function.

We are still in the process of finding the right person to engage
philanthropically. Employing someone who can secure our future
financially is part of our strategic plan and we hope to employ
someone in the near future.



CHAIR

We now have our very own microscope team. This team has completed two lots of training with Kanyana
Wildlife and are starting to implement their newly acquired skills, saving the shelter time and money.

New works on our old aviaries and wet pens have started and their completion will ensure quality
rehabilitation for the next 20 years. Thanks go to Caroline Jones, Michelle Hazelwood, John Deal and
Nathan Browne for obtaining the funding and facilitating the project. .
| wish to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of all our volunteers. As a volunteer run and led
organisation | appreciate the many hours you spend on the care and rehabilitation of our wildlife. It is not
always easy and is often frustrating in navigating the particular and changing requirements of some of
our patients. Keeping up with new procedures and implementing them takes time, effort and tenacity.
Thank you one and all for the part you play.

All our coordinators put time and effort into their roles. Their work is integral to the running of the
shelter. Problems are solved, shifts filled, orientations and training facilitated, fundraising events
organised, home carers supported, to name but a few of the tasks undertaken by these dedicated
volunteers and their teams. Thank You!

| would like to thank Stuart Spencer (accountant) and Robyn Spencer for assisting our Treasurer, Mandy
Bond, ensuring that DRWS is fiscally responsible.

Michelle Hazelwood and Caroline Jones spend hours on a weekly basis applying for grants and ensuring
the projects proceed and are acquitted. Thank You!

To our wonderful sponsors, thank you! Whether your donations are small or large, once off or on a regular
basis every dollar counts and goes to assisting wildlife in need.

Wishing all our volunteers and supporters another year of making a difference!




REPTILE REPORT

This financial year has been a busy and remarkable one for our reptile team at Darling Range Wildlife Shelter. We
admitted 238 reptiles, and our turtle admissions alone totalled 133, with many being eggs that required
incubation due to various threats such as fox attacks and nest disturbances.

Admissions for bobtails was also high at 76, with a concerning increase in dog attacks resulting in severe injuries
and, unfortunately, euthanasia in some cases. Other admissions included 15 King's skinks, including 9 born in
care from a mother with a shoulder injury, along with Marbled Geckos, Barking Geckos, Black Headed Monitors,
South-West Carpet pythons, and a Burton's Legless Lizard.

A few highlights were releasing the remaining bobtails from the Mariginiup bush fires after their long and
successful rehabilitation. Another was the collaborative effort with Kanyana Wildlife, where we received a
Burton's legless lizard that had been found in a bushfire zone at Cervantes. Despite being injured, the lizard laid
eggs while in our care, which we successfully incubated.

We welcomed Chloe Mark, our new Turtle Coordinator, who brings knowledge and passion to our turtle care
program.

Tania Cowley
Reptile Coordinator

Turtle Report
Our turtle team had a busy year, with 133 admissions and a 68% success rate in rehabilitating juvenile turtles.

Some notable cases included "Caesar," a long-term rehab turtle that required treatment for SCUD disease,
which required a long course of injectable antibiotics and physical removal of infectious tissue.

103 turtle admissions were either hatchlings or eggs that required artificial incubation, with a 58% viability
rate. We successfully rehabilitated 68% of our juvenile turtles, with 19 hatchlings coming into care this
season and thriving under our specialist carers.

We're proud of our team's hard work and dedication to caring for these amazing reptiles.

Chloe Mark
Turtle Coordinator
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MARSUPIAL REPORT

| would like to start by thanking the volunteers for all your care towards our onsite Joeys over this year,
your hard work and support have enabled these Joeys to grow reaching their pre-release stages.
A huge effort achieved by all.

I would also like to extend the highest gratitude towards our offsite Joey carers who work around the clock
24/7 in their own homes giving extensive love and care to these beautiful babies. Their dedication and
experience give them the best start to their rehab journey, through to release at DRWS.

This year we have seen a few changes at DRWS regarding Macropods. Earlier in the year we had the change
of the Marsupial Coordinator role to Species Coordinator role which | put my hand up for, since then there
have been a few updates. We have seen the upgrade of both A and B pens now amalgamated to one big pen
which the joeys absolutely love. A big thank you again to everyone who attended the working bee on the
10th of May this year to take down the adjoining fence, a very big job! We had Bunnings come out to do
another working Bee in C pen replacing shade cloth, and hessian applied to the trees to help prepare the
pen for the joeys to move into. The MAC team made a special little spot on the joey house ramp called
“Joey carers corner” a spot for carers to go to feed and care for their joeys in an enclosed safe area
specially for them. An assessment area has been made in Joey house to make it easier for volunteers /
carers to assess / treat and weigh their Joeys. In the last few months, we have been working hard for
approval of new rescue equipment which we have recently obtained to help with kangaroos out in the field
this includes jab sticks, a blow pipe and a bolt gun which will in due time be used by a select few after
intensive training. We recently visited a new release site for our current onsite Joeys; this will be a soft
release spot for our joeys who will spend several weeks here before being released onsite. The property
backs onto national park with dams that are full all year round. Since last year’s AGM we have admitted - 44
Western Greys 2 Red Kangaroos 1 Western Brush Wallaby & 1 Common Wallaroo

Kate MacDonald
Macropod Coordinator

PICTURES OF SOFT RELEASE PROPERTY




MAINTENANGE REPORT

Itis true what they say: “time passes faster as you grow older.” Next month will be the start of my fifth
year being involved with DRWS. | always try to have a positive outlook on life, but there are times when
things just don’t always go to plan. This year has certainly had its ups and downs, but we always move
forward.

Maintenance is an ongoing necessity in any organisation and many small things go unnoticed by volunteers
with generally only the larger projects or changes being noticed. Suggestions and ideas are always
welcome and are always considered. Quite often planning constraints, practicality, shelter policy and of
course money play a part in what can be achieved. | ask for patience . .. as they say Rome wasn’t builtin a
day.

There are too many items to mention but here is a summary of the past year:

0 Wood pile relocated behind small MAIT shed and scrap metal disposed of.

0 Two outdoor racks have been installed undercover outside MAIT shed. These are for storage of animal
crates after cleaning, also creating more space for the MAIT shed.

0 A new 115L Gorilla 4-wheel cart replaces two old hand carts.

0 Huge pile of old trees and branches cleared from ‘C’ pen.

O In June a group of twelve students from UWA helped finish off the preparation of “C” pen.

0 Unification of ‘A’ and ‘B’ pens to create one.

0 A donated fridge by Kirsty was too good to refuse, now in volunteer’s kitchen.

O Location for new Rescue Shed allocated and in progress of being installed.

0 Decommissioning of water birds was started early July. Contractors commenced mid July. All works to
be completed hopefully by end of September 2025.

0 Water pen refurbishment work also includes alterations to A6-A7-A8-A9 enclosures.

0 Ongoing issues with heavy downpours affecting our grounds, septic tanks and electrical problems are

currently being dealt with as we move forward.

Thank you all for your on-going support.

John Deal
Maintenance Coordinator




HABITAT PROJECTS S

T E A M HABITAT PROJECTS

TEAM

creating homes for the homeless

Another big year for the Habitat Projects Team.

Over the past 12 months we have sold nearly 200 boxes. Around 75 we installed across the metropolitan area
including Yanchep, Fremantle, Kings Park, and Mundaring. We undertook new installations for people who
already had some of our boxes, in particular a customer in Hovea now has 5 boxes on their property.

We supplied boxes again for the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group, installing 24 boxes in parks and reserves
in Gosnells, Southern River and Champion Lakes. We also supplied 10 microbat boxes to Covalent Lithium for
rehabilitation works on their mine sites, in the wheatbelt near Hyden.

Our project building was relocated near the sea container. This move makes things a bit easier for us to make
and store our boxes. The projects room is now taking shape into our workshop and preparation area, with
boxes for sale to the public now permanently on display in the training room.

Through box sales and installations, our team raised more than $13 000 this year. This is an amazing effort,
especially considering 5 years ago average annual sales were around $500.

Many thanks to everyone who has supported us this year. Many hands are making, painting and prepping boxes
for sale, helping to install them, ensuring that orders get through and selling boxes direct from the shelter.

UPDATE - PRICE INCREASE - We will be increasing prices shortly for all our boxes. It's our first price increase
EVER, and we've debated long and hard about doing it, as most people are really happy with our boxes and
their affordability. To make the price jump a bit easier to swallow, we've decided to tie in our price increase
with a quality increase as well, using better quality wood, so while our boxes will be a bit more expensive, they
will now be better quality, look better, and last longer. Our larger boxes will increase in price from $70 to $100
each (Possums, Ducks, Parrots), and smaller boxes from $50 to $70 each (Bats and Small Bird). The installation
fee will stay the same. We will put out a notice for everyone when this becomes official, most likely around
mid-September.

Next year we will have another lot of projects and installations to look forward to, as well as hopefully a bit of a
revamp of our on-site shelter boxes. We are expecting to remain busy and always need some extra hands and
help to get by, especially with our larger projects, so we are more than happy to chat to anyone who is
interested in getting involved or helping out. If you are interested, please let us know when you see us around
the shelter or flick us an email.

A huge thankyou to Steve Manson for continuing to work with us building our boxes.

Thanks everyone.
We appreciate all your support.

Matt and Mandy
Habitat Projects Team




COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
AND SUPPORT

Our small marketing team has been involved in some fabulous initiatives over the past
twelve months. Thank you to everyone who has helped with these and other projects!

ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITY

In highlighting some of our annual experiences, it's impossible not to
make mention of our commitment to supporting tree planting days run
by the City of Gosnells (Plants for Locals, Give our Bushland a Boost
and National Tree Day). This year we varied our BBQ efforts and took
on traffic management which was a lot of fun and saw us engaging with
even more members of community. We desperately need healthy
habitat for wildlife and these events fit our purpose of promoting the
importance of nature and biodiversity.

We hosted our first school holiday activity - a Perth Hills Wild Walk -
which was tremendous fun. Also, our second Creative Critters high tea,
led by local artist Dr Allison Bell. We celebrated at the Samson Tree
and Wildlife Festival and won second prize at the Found.LAB quiz
fundraiser! So many events have kept everyone busy.

Our aim in all of these events is not only to have fun, but to grow our
vision of communities which value and protect wildlife.
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BUILDING AWARENESS

larling range

DONATIONS

Gaining donations is a fabulous outcome for our efforts with all
funds raised going towards supporting our projects and DRWS
general running costs.

With all prizes donated, our Winter Raffle, has seen nearly 1500
tickets sold! Thank you to everyone who has spruiked and
purchased tickets.

In addition to the community events, we have been busy
exploring how to promote the DRWS brand and what we do.

' Our National Kangaroo Day celebration saw crazy sack races
and the release of our joey pins! The design taken directly
from an image of one of our joey admissions.

FIRST SECOND THIRD
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PASTEL BY THE HIDEAWAY BAB AND NATURALIST
SHIRLEY FISHER IN MOUNT NASURA BOCK BUNOLE
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OUR
VOLUNTEERS

Training

Wi

happy + llaborative gep 00
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ACTIVE VOLUNTEER
VOLUNTEERS HOURS

OVER 200 OVER 26 000
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Volunteer Hours

Maintenance

Volunteers on shift, doing their best everyday of the year!

Animal Care



UUR LONG STANDING VOLUNTEER

VOLUNTEERS AcknowLEDGEMENTS

FIVE YEARS OF VOLUNTEERING

Alana Stanley  Candice Manners Corey McMahon Emily Thompson
Hilary McGowan Julie Hewitt Matt Olsen Megan Starkie
Simon Grbec Sue Down Tania Cowley

BETWEEN FIVE AND TEN YEARS VOLUNTEERING

Aleksei Tikhonov Alfie Bryan Cassandra House Cathy Conacher
Denise Pollaers James Armstrong  Katie Percival Karen Dadd
Luke Verrier Mary Armstrong Nathan Browne Neil Conacher
Paul Taylor Temika Mathieson Alex Tayler Andrew McCain
Daniel Lehman Helen Baseley Jo-anne Brinkworth Kate McDonald
Mandy Bond Maritess Hankinson Sally Kinnaird

Stephanie Salter Sarah Willis

OVER TEN YEARS

Anne Gordon Dallas Bird Geri Cooper
Jan King Lucie Gillies  Nicky Percival

LONG SERVICE - 20+ YEARS

Deb Buchholz Glenda Olesen Kerrie DiCataldo
Michelle Hazelwood Yvonne Giblett Sue Manual
Steve de Gruchy Trudie McCain Jan King

OUR SOCIALS

Social media is used to promote our activities, share important conservation messages and
seek support. Our social media posts are viewed and shared in Australia and world wide!

One of our top posts for 2024/25 was an article on Magpie Paralysis reaching over 52 700
people and receiving 113,712 views.

FACEBOOK  INSTAGRAM
REACH 412K 5.4K i
CURRENT AUDIENCE 13.1K 1.5K




Mandy Bond, Treasurer
FI N A N c I A LS Stuart Spencer, Accountant
Ray Halligan Auditor
(

Financial Statements available)
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GOVERNANGE AND MANAGEMENT

Management Committee

Trudie MccCain, Chair,

Michelle Hazelwood, Vice Chair, Grants, Marketing
Mandy Bond, Treasurer

Emily Thompson, Secretary

John Deal, Maintenance

Steve De Gruchy, Risk Management

Caroline Jones, Grants, Strategic Planning

Daniel Newman, Business Management
Stephanie Salter, Orientations

Stuart Spencer, Accountant

Facility and Project Support

Helen Baseley, Rosters

Dallas Bird, Marsupial Coordinator (Possums), Orientation
Tania Cowley, Reptile Coordinator

John Deal, Site Maintenance Coordinator

Michelle Hazelwood, Bird Coordinator

Kate MacDonald Marsupial Coordinator (Macropods)
Sue Manuel, Volunteer Coordinator

Chloe Mark, Turtle Coordinator

Kira Martin, Bird Coordinator

Hilary McGowan, Orientation

Colleen Yeomans, Rescue Coordinator

Wildlife Rehabilitation and Development Officer

Kira Martin




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AND THANK YOU

We have a number of special friends who
donate directly to us on a regular basis -
thank you!

MAJOR SUPPORTERS
AND DONORS

Trevor and

TOTM' mTE printezy.com Regina

:'I::qlﬁll really fast printing Drummond

VETERINARY
SUPPORT ;=52

ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
“Felone cA®®
0% e
eNIC
VETERINARY HOSPITAL Em
veterinary

s Veterinary



GRANT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Darling Range Wildlife Shelter gratefully acknowledges the generous
support of our funding partners, including the Government of Western
Australia (DPIRD), WIRES, Lotterywest, the City of Canning, the Shire of
Serpentine Jarrahdale, Bendigo Community Bank, and Volunteering WA.

Their contributions have strengthened our
capacity to rescue, rehabilitate and release
native wildlife, improved vital infrastructure,
and supported our dedicated volunteer
team. As a volunteer-run charity, we rely on
this partnership-driven support to continue
providing high-quality care for the

thousands of animals that come through GOVERNMENT OF
our doors each year. WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Shire of
Serpentine
Jarrahdale

Community Bank

E Bendigo Bank Roleystone-

Karragullen

NATIONAL /@‘ Supported by
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http://members.westnet.com.au/inchworm/DRWS.html

